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they were accepted as being fit for use in the ex-

periment. Washing the threads previously contaminated
with organisms two or three times carefully with dis-
tilled water was shown by experiment not to remove the
organisms, for on being placed in the gelatine growth readily
took place. The results, as shown in tables, are very remark-
able. In all the experiments, with a few very uncertain
exceptions, growth of the organisms was completely pre-
vented, even after the lapse of four days. Similar experi-
ments made with "carbolate of mercury" soap showed it to

be less powerful as a disinfectant, and much slower in its
germicidal action. In experiments carried out in the same
manner with other antiseptic and ordinary soaps, it was
shown that the growth of the organisms in many cases
was not prevented. The importance of such a soap
in medical and sanitary science is very obvious. The
biniodide soap has been used in the treatment of eczema
with well-marked success, especially where the irritation is
due to the fermentations of accumulated secretions, the
fermentation being set up by micro-organisms. It has also
met with similar success when used in parasitic skin
diseases, such as favus and ringworm. As a parasiticide, too,
the importance of its application to patients during the
period of desquamation in scarlet fever is evident.

THE MICRO-ORGANISMS OF SYPHILIS.

DR. SMIRNOFF of Kaz!tn publishes an account of some
investigations he has carried out on the micro-organisms of
the secretions of syphilitic sores and papules, and on those
contained in indurated syphilides. The total number of

patients whose cases were examined amounted to 100. The

preparations were stained according to the methods of

Lustgarten, Doutrelepont, Schiitz, de Giacomi, and Gram.
With regard to the micro-organisms in the secretions of
syphilitic chancres and papules, Dr. Smirnoff found that
they were by no means constantly present, the prevailing
forms being those met with in healthy tissues. In normal

secretions of the genital organs bacilli and cocci were

present quite as frequently as in syphilitic secretions. After
local applications of calomel and iodoform no micro-

organisms could be detected in the secretions of syphilitic
sores and papules. On examination of indurated syphilitic
lesions, he found that not only were micro-organisms not
constant, but that they were only rarely present. The soft
and moist syphilitic tissues always contained more micro-
organisms than those which were dry and hard. In the
hard syphilitic products the micro-organisms that were
found differed so much from one another that it was im-

possible to point to any one form as being constant. Finally,
Dr. Smirnoff is disposed to deny entirely the existence of
syphilitic bacilli in the sense in which they are described
by Lustgarten. -

SEASIDE HOSPITALS IN ITALY.

AN Italian correspondent writes:&mdash;" The infant mortality
of Italy is still a slur on her civilisation, and among her
children who survive the bad upbringing in which defective
nutrition is only one among many culpable characteristics,
osteomalacia and rachitis are fearfully common. Concur-

rently with better education and sounder knowledge as to the
management of infancy, there is also (it is satisfactory to
note) a vigorous movement throughout the peninsula in
favour of seaside hospitals, where the little sufferers from
parental ignorance or neglect are admitted as patients, and
their physical rehabilitation attempted under conditions
most favourable to success. The benevolent among the
laity are co-operating with the profession in establishing
these institutions on every point of the seaboard within
easy distance of a great city, and those of them already

in working on the Latin shore-started, it is fair to

say, some thirty years ago by the Papal Government-
are yielding signal proofs of their salutary effect. Year by
year the number of cases relieved, if not actually cured,
increases in proportion to the admissions; while as to these
latter there is also evidence that, though rachitis may not
itself be getting more common, the number of those who
are made to benefit by the hospitals is distinctly rising.
In 1885, for example, the admissions into the seaside hos-
pitals of the Roman province were 517 in all ; while in 1887
they were 667. This public recognition of the good effects
of these institutions is manifested in many ways&mdash;the rail-
way companies, for example, giving free tickets for the

transport of the little sufferers from city to seaside, and
financial houses like the Banca Nazionale subscribing
liberally to keep the appointments, the working, and, above
all, the dietary of the hospitals at as efficient a pitch
as possible. Under the auspices of the Marchese F.

Berardi, the official report of the Ospizi Marini’ of the
Latin shore has just been brought out, and its details con
tain much that merits the attention of physicians in the
British Isles, where such hospitals might be generally intro-
duced or promoted with great advantage to the ill-fed, ill-
developed children of our industrial centres. As I write, I
receive the announcement that Palermo, mainly owing to
the energetic initiative of Dr. Albanesi, Professor of Surgery
in her University, is also to have her ‘Ospizio Marino’&mdash;a
much-needed institution when we recollect the depths of
ignorance as to the laws of health, personal and public, re-
vealed in the recent cholera visitations in Sicily. Thanks
to the skilful finance and civic liberality, seconded by the
gratuitous tickets of the railway and steamboat companies,
the institution starts under excellent auspices."

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL.

DR. EDWARD SLADE-KING, medical officer of health for
Ilfracombe, has published a letter, in which he takes excep-
tion to Sir Lyon Playfair’s proposal to attach health officers
to County Councils; he is apparently satisfied with the pro-
gress that has been made under the present system, and thinks
that the County Councils would be unable to deal with the
details of sanitary work, and, further, that the alteration
suggested would lead to expense and cause hardship to those
who would be displaced. But he believes that the County
Councils might with advantage have power to issue orders
for the consolidation of small sanitary areas, for the greater
security of tenure of office by medical officers of health, and
for imposing on all new medical officers the necessity of
possessing a higher sanitary qualification. We have already
discussed this subject at so much length that we should be
repeating our arguments if we were to deal in detail with
Dr. Slade-King’s letter, but we may point out that Mr.
Spencer Stanhope has shown a very substantial reason for
not entrusting District Councils with the appointment of the
chief sanitary officer. In his letter addressed to Dr. Clifford

Allbutt, and which we published in our issue of last week,
he expresses the opinion that it would not be possible to
have a more ignorant council than that which would result
from the method of election which the Local Government Bill

proposes. The rural sanitary authorities cannot be credited,
as a whole, with the work which Dr. Slade-King would have
us believe they have performed; but even admitting that
some beneficial results have been obtained, it does not follow
that they are sufficient. It may be hoped that those officers
who have been in a position to perform their duties effi-
ciently would in many cases seek service under the County
Councils, and that their knowledge of localities and indivi-
duals would be utilised to greater advantage than heretofore.
and that only those would be displaced for whom public
health work is only the smaller portion of that which


